94           CAROLINE THE ILLUSTRIOUS
beauty was her abundant light brown hair, as fir spun silk. This she is said to have sacrificed, e to pay the expenses of the journey or to d( the cost of a dinner the Howards gave to ce influential Hanoverians after their arrival. 1 were often in great straits for money, eve; Hanover. They took lodgings in the town, duly paid their court to the " heiress of G Britain" at Herrenhausen. The Electress Sc was delighted with Mrs. Howard ; she was En; and well-born, which constituted a sure passpo her favour; she was pleasant and amiable, though not the prodigy of intellect some of admirers subsequently declared her to be, she well-informed and well-read, much more so thar Hanoverian ladies. She soon became a welc guest in the apartments of the Electress Sophia the Electoral Princess, where she could even s late an interest in the philosophy of Leibniz. " Howard possessed in a consummate degree artfulness which goes to make a successful coui and she knew exactly how far flattery should Caroline grew to like her, and appointed her or her dames du palais; she found in Mrs. Howa companion naturally refined in speech and cone and thus a welcome change to the coarsenes many of the Hanoverian ladies.
But the Howards had not corne all the wa Hanover to figure at the coteries of the Elecl and the Electoral Princess. They sought r
1 Vide Swift's character of Mrs. Howard, Suffolk Correspond